Meeting the needs of people with learning disabilities in acute care.
This article describes the work of the Birmingham Acute Hospital Liaison Project, which seeks to support people with learning disabilities in acute care. Following the community care reforms, more and more people with learning disabilities are accessing mainstream primary and secondary healthcare services in community settings staffed by generic rather than specialist learning disability staff. Unfortunately, research suggests that some people with learning disabilities receive poor quality care and that available services are not always responsive to their needs. As a result, the Acute Hospital Liaison Project has a dual role: supporting people with learning disabilities as they enter hospital; and working with ward staff to equip them with the skills and confidence they need to work more effectively with people with learning disabilities.